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NIE-42: The Current S4tuation in Albania, with Particular Reference to
Greek, Yugoslav and Ttelian Interesta and Pretensions
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Prior to the Cominform-Yugoslav rift in June 1948, Albania hed been
closely tied, bith politically and economically, to Yugoslavia. Rather
then follow Marshal Tito's heresy, however, Hoxha chose the Moscow camp
and launched a vigorous campalgn for the elimination of "ngtionalist”
elements in Albenia, This cempalgn was initiated by Hoxha's chief
1ieutenant, Koci Xoxe, and culminated in the latter's own arrest,
cpnviotion, and execution, Hoxha not only gkillfully extricated Albania
from its ties with Yugoslavia, emphasizing his loyalty to Moscow, but
also removed his leading rival. Xoxe was replaced by the present
Minigter of Interior, Lt, Gen. Mohme't Sheh:'ii., and although there are
reports of rivelry between Sheh:gc and Hoxhe, the latter apparently enjoys
the favor of the Krem]in and Sheh:go, Moscow-trained but undistinguished as
a politician, esppears to have 1itt1e chance of supplan‘bing Hoxha,

Moscow, for its part, has recognized th4 importence of Albania as a
pro~Stalinist orqust 1n the Mediterreneen ares, and following the Tito-
Cominform rift, increased 1ts aid and support to the Hoxha %overnmen‘b,
replacing the support formerly received from Yugoslavia.

Albanis is dependent upon Soviet economic support to the extent
that, without it, the country's economy would collapse within a few
nonthe. In addition to the control with which this situation provides
the USSR, an estimated 1,000 Soviet military and civilian "experts" hold
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of the Mountains," "Liberty," "Skanjerbeg," Yand "Baghkimi 1 Kombit,"
7 ’ 4 H

but spec%ﬁic information regarding these groups is lacking.
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Of the Albanien emlgre Tévements, the Committee for a Free Albenis,
A

en affiliate of the Natio al C mmittee for a Free Europey with operational
héadquarters in Rome, is probably the most influential with resistance
groups within Albenia, The Committee's activities wit.hj.n Albenia have,

3ty 1 Sl -4, f‘»—uﬁﬁ&w Wﬂxu‘.‘.,
of necess ty en limited? ‘and its most effective operatlio us far has been

the dropping of propaganda leeflets over Albanla, The keaflets caused con-
siderable excitement within the country, prompting a note of protest to the
Italian government, and encouraged numerous Albaniens to Xmockx flee Albania
with the hape of joining the Committee in its struggle against the Hoxha
regime, Three groups meke up the Committes: (1) the National Agrerian
Democratic Perty Balli Kombetar headed by Hasan Dosti, (2) the Legality
Party (pro-King Zog) headed by Abos Kupi, and (3) the Leegue of Peasants
and Villagers headed by Seid Kryeziu. The first, Balli Kombstar, has
the strongest following in southern Albania, the second, the Legality Party,
in central and northern Albania, and the third, the League of Peasants
ad Villagers, has its strongest following in the extreme north and in
the neighboring Yugoslav provinces inhebited largely by Albmians.

In addition to the Committee for a free Albania, there 1s in Italy a
party known as Biloku Kombeter Independent mede up of pro-Italien Rlbanians,

25X6D
This group cooperated with Italy before and during the war and it allegedly

25X6D enjoys the full support of the present Ttalian goyernment,
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Of particular current interest is the recently created Leegue of Albanien

Political Refugees in Yugoslavia clalming to represent some 54000 Albanian
refugees, The League is composed largely of Albenien Commnists who fled
Albsnia eince 1948, end, despite its pro\;}iamed dbjective of "en independept,
fres, indivisible democratic and republi;gt'%Albalﬁa, wes actually created by
Belgrade as en instrument of Yugoslav licy, While the League has

alréady engeged in\soms subversive activity and propagenda work, Yugoslavia's
- A

own exposed position has probably deterred Tito from yet using the league
to the full,

In Greece, most of the Albanian refugees are from southern
Albania (Northern Eipirus), which Gredce claims, and their activities
are aimed at eventusl Greek ennexatlon of that aree, Théir efforts have,
therefors, been largely in the field of esplonsgs, propaganda and encourage-
ment of additional mfugees.

Thus, in addition to the locel resistance groups, there are operating
within Albenia, agents of these four major refugee orgenizations; ,Z(he
Committee for a Free Albsnia and the pro-Itelien, Greek, end Yugoslav organiza-
tions, Their activities are unitelated and their objectives frequently
$amkx conflict, These factors, plus the lack of coordination emong the
local groups, has considerably simplified the task of the Albanian securit y

forces in isolating and destroying individual groups.
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Under present circumstances, resistance ectivity constitutes a
constent problem of harassment to the Hoxha regime, It is not, how3ver,
on such & scale as to present an jmmediate threat to the regime, As long
as the resistance effort is diffused and does not recelive subdtantial
external aid, the Albanian security forces will probebly succeed in con~

taining the problem,
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